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Washington, D. C. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 37 CFR 1.97 



Sir: 



The following information is provided in accordance with 37 CFR 1.97: 
By way of background for the present invention, U. S. Patents 6,098,343 and 
4,555,882 are incorporated herein by reference and which disclose pan shaped barriers. 

Common in the prior art are door thresholds which include an inclined, exposed 
component for directing water away from a door opening.. Such downwardly inclined 
components are directed toward the shedding of water outwardly from a doorway 
opening. U. S. Patent 5,61 1,173 discloses an inclined plate structure extending outwardly 
from a doorway. 

Of somewhat more interest is U. S. Patent 6,038,821, which discloses a variable 
width support for a window or door sill with end members and a center section with 
inclined upper surfaces, all serving to direct water or condensed moisture toward a frontal 
edge for discharge. Any sill supported by the disclosed support would necessarily be 
inclined for water discharge purposes. While a sloped threshold surface may be desirable 



for the moisture discharge, a drawback is that a sloped sill surface is exposed to foot 
traffic increasing the possibility of a person slipping. Further, in the grooved end 
members of the disclosed invention, those grooves unoccupied by a ridge component of 
the center section constitutes a receptacle in which moisture may be trapped. 

U. S. Patent 6,044,600 discloses a threshold cover at 10 which includes a frontal 
lip 14. The embodiment, disclosed inverted in Figure 1 1 of the patent, shows a bottom 
surface of a modified threshold cover recessed to disclose or provide weep channels 40. 
As described in Col. 3, lines 36 through 44, the weep channels 40 do not provide an 
inclined surface, but instead, have surfaces parallel with the upper and lower surfaces of 
threshold cover 10, with any inclination dependent upon an inclined threshold (not 
shown) 

A copy of each reference, together with a listing on PTO Form 1449, is submitted 
herewith. Applicant respectfully solicits the Examiner's consideration of the cited 
references and the entry thereof into the record of this application. 



Respectfully submitted, 
GREGORY A. MOFFITT 




Telephone: (503)292-5758 
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